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Who says style has to be expensive? Not Steve Herbert, 
founder of Vintage Modern Homes LLC. Instead Herbert 
is making modern housing in central Austin affordable by 
taking nineteen-fi fties and -sixties homes, updating them, 
and selling them to folks who not only appreciate his de-
sign sensibility, but who also appreciate his philosophy.

“My specialty is affordable modern,” says Herbert, thirty-eight, who has lived 
in Austin on and off since graduating from the University of Texas. “I made a con-
scious decision to go after buyers who weren’t being served—those who want-

Affordable Modern Style for the Hip, and Hip at Heart

Vintage Modern Homes Remodeled with a Purpose
by Amy E. Lemen

ed modern design in an affordable price range.”
Herbert, who has also been a Realtor for the last four years, started Vintage 

Modern Homes in 2006 as “an effort to save architecturally beautiful mid-cen-
tury modern residences from demolition or bad remodeling.” Marketed to “hip, 
urban dwellers” via open houses that feature the work of local artists, Vintage 
Modern is all about offering an alternative.

“We basically gut the house and start from scratch, without changing the foot-
print, and it enables us to provide great modern design to the mass market” he 
says. “These homes are the most inexpensive option available for modern en-
thusiasts on a price per-square-foot basis.”

Herbert’s latest project is in the University Hills neighborhood, northeast 
of the new Mueller redevelopment. It’s the kind of neighborhood that is chang-
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ing, like so many others in Austin. It’s 
a largely undiscovered area developed 
in the nineteen-sixties by Walter Car-
rington Builders. It’s within an area 
bordered on the north and south by US 
Highway 290 East and Manor Road, 
respectively, and on the east and west 
by Ed Bluestein Boulevard and Loy-
ola Lane. A neighborhood rich in cul-
tural diversity, University Hills’ appeal 
is its location just fi fteen minutes from 
downtown.

The house, at 6905 Vassar Drive, 
sits on a quiet street of well-kept homes 
with busy neighbors and mature trees. 
Its red front door and sleek, stainless 
cylindrical porch light are the fi rst clues 
that this house is not like the others.

Built in 1965, the thirteen hundred 
eighty square foot, three bedroom, two 
bath house seems much bigger than its 
footprint, largely because of its classic 
modern details: open space, exposed 
beams and a centerpiece rock fi replace 
in the living area that brings the outside 
in with its use of natural materials. Wal-
nut-stained oak hardwood fl oors add 
warmth, while windows throughout 
the house let light stream in.

It’s the details Herbert is passion-
ate about; they are what make his re-
models interesting. Take the multi-di-
mensional windows on either side of 
the glass back door, which mimic the 
shelves in the eating area on the oppo-
site wall and add architectural interest. 
Or the modern glass tiles in the bath-
rooms, made into funky patterns that 
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Retro Bench Sofa from $1,17900

Many fabric options available

were popular in the nineteen-fi fties and 
-sixties, and the downlighting through-
out the house that provides a soft glow, 
ideal for showcasing art.

“When you do a modern house, 
you can’t just throw in Home Depot 
tile,” says Herbert. “We pay particu-
lar attention to materials and look for 
things that match the design theme, that 
make sense, while also keeping in mind 
the budget for the house. You can fi nd 
something that works—you just have 

try a whole lot harder.”
The master bedroom is an oasis 

from the open fl oorplan of the rest of 
the house, with a light-fi lled, glass-tiled 
master bath and a glass door that opens 
onto a three hundred fi fty square-foot 
deck that Herbert added. A room in it-
self, the deck’s built-in benches of-
fer perimeter seating among the trees, 
making it a natural gathering place.

The updated kitchen—with its 
glass tile backsplash, modern appli-
ances, dark chocolate laminate and 
metallic-edged main counters, butch-
er block counters on either side of the 
stove, stainless steel vent hood, and 
birch veneer cabinetry from IKEA—
is clean and modern, in keeping with 
the home’s style.

Discounts Up to 40% on
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nancy@nancyjocallahan.com

Nancy Callahan, AgentNancy Callahan A



48 THE GOOD LIFE ■ WWW.GOODLIFEMAG.COM  ■  APR IL 2008

 shelter
 “IKEA’s modern look is a per-

fect match with modern design and 
the price range we offer,” says Her-
bert. “It would be inappropriate to use 
expensive Italian custom cabinetry in 
this house.”

Herbert’s homes also refl ect a com-
mitment to the environment, and he ret-
rofi ts each home to improve its energy 
effi ciency and conserve water. For ex-
ample, the Vassar Drive house is paint-
ed with a thermal insulating paint con-
taining ceramic additives that act like a 
heat shield for the home, while the attic 
insulation was boosted with blown-in 
cellulose insulation made from eighty-
fi ve percent recycled newsprint.

Toilets are low-fl ow, appliances are 
Energy Star, the lighting is low-volt-
age for dimmable lighting, plus com-
pact fl uorescents, and the landscaping 
makes use of pebbles and native Texas 
plants to cut down on water usage.

 “Remodeled homes are by defi -
nition more environmentally friendly 
because they don’t need to be demol-
ished and put in a landfi ll,” says Her-
bert. “Homes of this scale are inherent-
ly more energy effi cient because they 
require less energy to heat and cool.”

Herbert’s remodeled Vassar mod-
512.300.BMWS (2697)  •  2417 Buell Ave.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Up to 20% of  patients after the life altering gastric bypass surgery regain significant amount 
of  weight they originally lost within the first five years after surgery. The main reason for 
the weight regain is enlargement of  the small stomach. Until now the only option available 
for these patients is major surgical revision procedure that involves reducing the size of  the 
stomach again to a much smaller size with major incisions, hospitalization, complication risk 
including death and significant cost. The STOMAPHYX is a great option for these patients 
because it is extremely low-risk, performed as an outpatient procedure using endoscopic 
technique without making any incisions and has the potential to achieve same results as the 
major surgical revision.

Dr. Ganta performed the first stomaphyx procedure at Austin Surgical Hospital. The device 
is placed through the mouth into the stomach pouch under endoscopic guidance. The wall 
of  the stomach pouch is suctioned into the device and a permanent H shaped fastener is 
fired across the tissue, creating a long lasting fusion. Usually a 3 to 5 ounce stomach is re-
duced to half-ounce size using 15 – 20 fasteners. Patients generally return home in a couple 
of  hours and get back to work the next day.

Dr. Ganta’s first stomaphyx patient Jennifer explains — “It was a miracle I found Dr. Ganta! 
He has extensive experience with revision surgery and unlike most surgeons he has exten-
sive endoscopy experience as well. These two are essential to perform a good stomaphyx 
procedure. I got the restriction of  the small pouch back immediately after the procedure — 
Thanks Dr. Ganta !” 

For more information or for an appointment please contact: 
Sashi Ganta MD FACS 
Austin Institute of  Bariatrics and Laparoscopy 
512-257-2425    www.austinbariatric.com

Weight Loss Surgery without any incisions?
Bariatric surgeon Dr. Sashi Ganta at AIBL is the first in  
Austin and Central Texas to perform the new weight loss  
surgery procedure called “Stomaphyx” using endoscopic  
techniques without making any incisions at all!

ern can be had for two hundred thir-
ty-fi ve thousand dollars (the average 
price of Vintage Modern homes rang-
es from two hundred fi fty thousand to 
three hundred thousand)—a far cry 
from what has long been a pricey cen-
tral Austin market. It’s a change that his 
customers welcome; his homes don’t 
tend to stay on the market very long.

“Some people try to do a modern 
house, but they don’t go all the way,” 
says Herbert. “We understand modern 
design and continually try to surprise 
people with unexpected elements. The 
outside is inconspicuous, but inside, 
there are surprises around every cor-
ner.” 

 
Amy E. Lemen is a freelance jour-

nalist who has written about home and 
design for the last eight years. Her 
dream is to fi nish an ongoing kitch-
en remodel sometime this century. Her 
next house won’t have a kitchen, only 
vending machines. You may e-mail 
Amy at alemen@goodlifemag.com.

Austin Leather Direct
2115 West Anderson Lane

(512) 302-5900        www.austinleatherdirect.com
Family owned and operated since 1999.
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Quality Leather Furniture 
for Your Home 

All our furniture is domestically made with the 
fi nest materials and can be custom ordered
                        from our large selection of styles
                         and colors. From red and
                      green leathers to tan and black 
                      leathers, we have a color and style
                     to fi t your life!

Sofas • Chairs • Theater Seating • Recliners • Sectionals • Ottomans

Mention this ad for free delivery. 
A $75 Value!
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Bringing you unique fl oor coverings 
from around the globe since 1988.

For twenty years, 
Austin Fine Floors has 

been serving professional designers 
and discriminating consumers in the Central 

Texas area. Our endless selection of exotic and do-
mestic woods, wool and synthetic carpet, ceramic tile, 

natural stone, marble and georgeous area rugs have 
set us apart in the design and building communities.

512-339-9590 • 10321 Burnet Road
www.austinfi nefl oors.com

Never in my life have I known so 
many pregnant women. Add that to the 
number of ladies I know who’ve had 
children in the last year or two and we’re 
talking about a lot of babies. As a single 
woman without any kids, it’s not too of-
ten that I consider the ins and outs of set-
ting up a baby’s room, but it’s a compli-
cated thing. And at a time when parents-
to-be have enough to worry about, dec-
orating a room for baby might seem too 
much to handle. The reality is, though, 
that with the exception of a few special 
considerations, setting up a baby room 
is just like setting up any other: you just 
have to follow a few simple steps and 
start at the beginning.

Think of your empty baby’s room as 
a blank canvas and start with the walls. 
The traditional choice is to paint the 
room based on gender in baby pink or 
blue. For some, it’s the only way to go, 
but others might consider walls in more 
neutral tones such as butter yellows, sage 
greens or sky blues. These tones are not 
only more soothing for your little one, 
but can also last as you change the room 
to accommodate your growing child. If 
you’re dead set on a real baby room, Cor-
al Nafi e suggests putting up a cute wall-
paper border of baby animals or teddy 
bears in her About.com article “Deco-
rate a Baby’s Room on a Budget.” This 

Nursery 
Times

can be easily removed once your child is 
ready for a more grown-up room. 

Nontoxic, low-odor paints are es-
sential for the safety of both pregnant 
women and infants and are becoming 
steadily easier to fi nd as more and more 
paint manufacturers follow recent eco-
friendly home decorating trends. 

When choosing the fl oor for a ba-
by’s room, the options have both pros 
and cons, as explained in the Expect-
ant Mother’s Guide on-line article, 
“Steps for Decorating Baby’s Room.” 
Hardwood and tile fl oors are easier to 
clean and contain no fi bers to trap harm-
ful dust particles, but they also lack the 
soft cushion for babies’ heads when they 
lose their balance. Carpets, on the other 
hand, can protect from possible head in-
juries, but are breeding grounds for dust 
mites and other allergens. Adding col-
orful play mats, canvas rugs and rubber 
mats to a hard fl oor can offer a safe and 
convenient fl ooring compromise. Opt 
for mats and rugs in red, blue or yellow 
to stimulate your little one, since infants 
can only see bright primary colors.

With a good foundation, creating a 
safe and beautiful nursery for new little 
one to spend his or her early days in the 
world will be an easy task. 

—Whitney Angstadt 


